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[bookmark: _qae3qy6m61dp][Town/City] fundraiser takes on [challenge/event] for Encephalitis International
[Town/City] resident [Your name] is planning [include information on activity/event and why it is significant (e.g., ambitious physical challenge or community event). We recommend keeping this short as you go into further detail in the second paragraph] on [date] for Encephalitis International, helping to raise funds and awareness for people affected by encephalitis – an inflammation of the brain.
[Your name]’s fundraising is inspired by [briefly explain your reason. This could be a personal connection, supporting a loved one, or wanting to help people affected by encephalitis. We recommend summarising this in 3-4 lines to keep your audience engaged.]
To raise money, they will [describe your challenge or event in one or two sentences]. They hope to raise £[amount] to support the charity's work.
[Your name] said:
"Add a short quote about why this cause matters to you, why you've taken on this challenge, and what you hope people will understand about encephalitis. Journalists love personal stories, so write from the heart." 
Funds raised by supporters help ensure more people affected by encephalitis can access expert support, reliable information and a community that understands what they are going through when they need it most.
Anyone wishing to support [Your name]'s fundraiser can donate by visiting: [Insert fundraising page link]
Every donation, no matter the size, helps Encephalitis International to continue supporting people affected by encephalitis and their families.
About encephalitis
Encephalitis is caused either by an infection or by the immune system attacking the brain in error. It can affect anyone, at any age, often without warning, and can leave survivors with life-changing physical, cognitive and mental health challenges. Approximately 6,000 children and adults in the UK are affected every year and 1.5 million people globally.
About Encephalitis International
Encephalitis International is the only charity dedicated exclusively to supporting people affected by encephalitis worldwide. The charity provides trusted information and support, connects people with others who understand, raises awareness, and funds research to improve diagnosis, treatment and recovery.
[bookmark: _o74kufpzgqxa]To find out more about Encephalitis International, visit www.encephalitis.info.
Notes to editors
Encephalitis is inflammation of the brain. It is caused either by an infection or by the immune system attacking the brain in error. Encephalitis affects three people every minute globally, yet almost 8-in-10 (77%)[footnoteRef:1] people do not know what it is. This lack of awareness leads to delays in diagnosis and treatment, and poorer patient outcomes. [1:  All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc. Sample sizes and 2021 field work dates varied according to country (Five countries were surveyed: UK, USA, Germany, India, and Australia). By people we mean adults (aged 18+) in the general public.] 


Encephalitis International is the only charity in the world dedicated to supporting anyone impacted by any type of encephalitis, wherever they are situated globally. 
Media contact (for charity enquiries):
Communications Team
comms@encephalitis.info
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